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The BMRC is proud to
announce the Summer 2018
cohort of the Archie Motley
Archival Internship Program.
The mission of the Archie
Motley Archival Internship
Program is to develop and
create meaningful and
educational internship
opportunities for upper-
undergraduate students,
graduate students, and recent
graduates in the field of

Internship Program

oI

cultural heritage management.
The Archie Motley Archival
Internship Program provides
stipends to students of color to
provide practical employment
experience as a cultural
heritage professionals working
in BMRC member institutions.
>>>
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Donna Edgar graduated
from Dominican University
this month with a Master of
Library and Information
Science degree, with a
specialization in Archival
Studies. Ms. Edgar will be
interning at the Center for
Black Music Research at
Columbia College Chicago
on a project to archive a
Chicago Hip Hop
documentary collection.

Christopher Johnson is a
rising second year at the
University of Chicago,
planning to double major in
Statistics and History. Mr.
Johnson will be interning at
Chicago History Museum
where he will be assisting in
an ongoing project to
improve access to the
museumobs ar chi
manuscripts collection by
assessing, arranging, and
describing an African
American history collection
and creating a finding aid.

Olamide Ogunbambo is a
rising fourth year student at
the University of Chicago,
majoring in Political Science,
with interests in museums
and public education work.
Ms. Ogunbambo will be
interning at lllinois Institute
of Technology University
Archives and Special
Collections where she will be
processing the records of the
Progressive Community
Church of Chicago (56 E.
48™ Street).


http://bmrc.lib.uchicago.edu/
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Executi vé [Diertgcetror
BMRC is springing into a new season!

Greetings!

Though spring officially began a couple of months ago, flowers are still blooming and the weather is getting warmer.
Many of us in Chicagoland are eager to spring forth into summer. Here at BMRC, we are also springing into a new
season of activity, programs, and initiatives in which we hope you will participate!

We have developed an innovative strategic plan to guide the work of BMRC to help us spring into this new season.
The five-goal plan consists of prioritized strategies and objectives to be implemented over the next 3 years. The
framework will ensure that our efforts are focused while still allowing flexibility for additional opportunities relevant to
our mission. To learn more about our new Strategic Plan, we hope you will save-the-date, join us, and bring a friend
to our 2018 Annual Meeting on Wednesday, July25at 10: 00am at Rebuild Founda
Bank!

In this Newsletter’s cover feature, we introduce you to our Summer 2018 cohort of Archie Motley Archival Interns.
We are excited to welcome two undergraduates and one graduate student to our program to work in the archives of
member institutions: Chicago History Museum; lllinois Institute of Tec hnol ogy; and Col umbi a
Center for Black Music Research. Our internship program aims to assist in the description, preparation and
increased accessibility of archival and historical collections about African Americans, and to promote the
diversification of archival and cultural heritage professions through practical work experience. Did you catch the
coverage of our 2017 Archie Motley Archival Internship in the UChicago News? Click this link to read all about it.

Lastly, we are gearing up for a busy summer as we pr
though our address will change, our commitment to accessibility and quality of service will remain. Additionally, our
plans are quickly taking shape to host what we are sure will be an extremely stimulating 2018 BMRC Fellows
Reunion and National Gathering of African American Studies Scholars to be held in Indianapolis, Indiana on
Saturday, October 6. We look forward to co-locating our Reunion and Symposium with the Annual Meeting of the
Association for the Study of African American Life and History (ASALH). Information about the Reunion for our
former Summer Short-term Fellows is constantly updated on our website.

We look forward to engaging with you on July 25!

In solidarity, | am,

Andrea

Andrea Jackson & Natalie Moore,
WBEZ South Side Reporter and
author of The South Side, at Midwest
Andrea R. Jackson Archives Conference Annual Meeting
March 22, 2018

Students, scholars explore African-

American archives in Chicago
libraries

UChicago serves as host institution for Black Metropolis Research
Consortium
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https://news.uchicago.edu/article/2018/03/09/students-scholars-explore-african-american-archives-chicago-libraries
https://asalh.org/
http://bmrc.lib.uchicago.edu/projects/fellowship-program-information/2018-fellowship-program/reunion-information-and-registration/
https://news.uchicago.edu/article/2018/03/09/students-scholars-explore-african-american-archives-chicago-libraries
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CALLING ALL
FORMER BMRC FELLOWS
FROM 2009 to 2017

Join us for the BMRC Summer Short-term Fellows Reunion
and National Gathering of African American Studies Scholars
to be held in concurrence with the Annual Meeting of the
Association for the Study of African American Life and History (ASALH)
Saturday, October 6, 2018, Indianapolis, IN i Indianapolis Marriott Downtown.

We need to hear from you!
To both celebrate and assess the accomplishments of this premiere fellowship, we invite your participation in various ways:

Save-the-date and make plans to join us for the Reunion
Visit the BMRC website to update your contact information by June 15, 2018 and latest happenings; we want to
hear from all living former Fellows
Submit your interest to be a featured panelist in the Reunion and/or on ASALH panels sponsored by BMRC during
the Annual Meeting

x  Share this information with another former Fellow!

*A limited amount of Reunion stipends will be made available to former Fellows based upon need. Details will be on BMRC
website [hyperlink] and distributed to Fellows via contact information currently on file.*

We look forward to seeing you in the Fall!

Cal | for Coopt Spbuotat sBMRC Edited
New Histories of Black Chicago

Former BMRC Summer Short-term Fellows are invited to submit essays this summer for a special edited
volume which seeks to uncover histories of Black Chicago, or that explore known parts of its history in new
ways and from new perspectives. This volume will showcase the work of select alumni of the BMRC Fellowship
program between 2009 and 2017, and will capture a range of dynamic, recent, Chicago-based scholarship that
will challenge and expand our understandings of the Black Metropolis.

For the full Call for Contributors and submission guidelines, visit the BMRC website.
Deadline for Abstract Submission is July 31, 2018.

Volume Editors:

Dr. Simon Balto, 2012 BMRC Fellow, Assistant Professor of History and African American Studies at the University of lowa
Dr. Erik Gellman, 2016-18 BMRC Board Vice-Chair, Associate Professor of History at University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill (effective July 2018)

Ms. Andrea Jackson, BMRC Executive Director
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http://bmrc.lib.uchicago.edu/projects/fellowship-program-information/2018-fellowship-program/scholarly-edition-calls-for-contributors/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdxlA1Kec5CMIprk8IaPO6f-4T8CmQKH8Iq7yTwX_2YPiNEPg/viewform
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Meet our Board Trustee Emeriti >>>

Leroy Kennedy has been an active BMRC Board member since 2011 and served as

Chair from from 2015-2016. He became a Trustee Emeritus in 2017.

Leroy Kennedy recently retired from his position as Vice President for
Community Affairs and Outreach Programs at the lllinois Institute of
Technology. For more than 40 years, Mr. Kennedy has worked extensively with
community groups and government agencies to foster affordable housing,
community development, and economic empowerment in urban areas.

fiOne of my favorite programs and activities was the Annual Fellows
Program and Breakfast. It was always such an exciting event that
brought together individuals from around the nation and the world to
Chicago and BMRC to continue their work, research, and
interdisciplinary studies on Chicago and its African American population.
Those studies illustrate the impact of African Americans on the city with
broader national and international implications of the work of black
Americans in Chicago. To see, hear and appreciate the diverse subject
matter and historical significance of their work provided me with multiple
opportunities to advance c¢ommuoni
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Spotlight on Archives >>>

Metropolitan Pl an2n0i0n0g Gol ul neccitli
University of lllinois at Chicago — Library of Health Sciences

The inter-racial Metropolitan Housing Council was founded in 1934 to provide housing for low-income families. The Council initiated the
lllinois Housing Cooperation Act, leading to the formation of the Chicago Housing Authority and the first public housing projects in Chicago.
It also instigated neighborhood rejuvenation projects and helped develop Chicago's first housing code. Later known as the Metropolitan
Planning Council (MPC), the organization continues as a nonprofit, non-partisan group of business and civic leaders. MPC conducts policy
analysis, outreach, and advocacy in the areas of housing, transportation and urban development. The selected images are among the
records which date from as early as 1934. Housed at BMRC member University of lllinois at Chicago Library of Health Sciences, the
Collection also includes correspondence, reports, newspaper clippings, other photographs, minutes, newsletters, educational materials,
speeches, and legislative materials. Topics of air rights, parks, housing, subsidized housing, urban renewal, landmarks, urban planning

and the organization and operation of the Metropolitan Planning Council are included in the records.

This collection was processed by BMRC interns and staff as part of the "Color Curtain
Processing Project" and completed on January 18, 2013. Funded by the Council on
Library and Information Resources (CLIR), the processors were Lisa Calahan, Olle

Larson, Kristin Moo, and Ben Peterson.

Amani Morrison, a two-time BMRC Summer Short-term Summer Fellow, worked on a
projectt i t 1 ed, MfADomestic Architectureateomd Sp
Chicago, 1940-5 9 , 0 f onckickenettegapartments in the South Side (such the one
pictured left). Over the course of her research as a BMRC Fellow, Ms. Morrison

encountered the kitchenette as an integral aspect of housing discourse within the

“One Room Unit at 4241 S. Evans Ave.,” archives she researched. She found an overwhelming amount of archival material
ca. 1940-1959. Metropolitan Planning
Council records, MPC_0000_0000_0101,
Special Collections, University of lllinois at many entities were engaged in some aspect of kitchenettes, whether tenants,
Chicago Library. Image used with
permission.

scattered in fragments throughout various repositories around the city, showcasing how

slumlords, city officials, federal government, developers, universities, or neighborhood
groups.

Among a few other BMRC members collections, the Metropolitan Housing and
Pl anning Council és records at Ul C06s
proved to be extremely useful, allowing her to conceptualize her dissertation
project placing kitchenette apartment buildings at the center. She gives special
thanks to Susan Glover at UIC Library of Health Sciences Special Collections.
Ms. Morrison is now undertaking to write the first cultural history of the
kitchenette building in Chicago. She stated that the BMRC Summer Short-term
Fellowship Project provided the access to collections that contributed to an
exciting shift in her project. Ms. Morrison will continue her research as the UIC

Library Special Collections Short-Term Travel Fellow furthering her

engagement with UIC's collections relating to Chicago housing conditions and

Amani Morrison, 2015 & 2017 BMRC Fellow

policy in the mid-twentieth century.
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https://findingaids.library.uic.edu/sc/MSMPC_74.xml
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BMRC offices are moving to the University of Chicago
Joseph Regenstein Library 1100 E. 57 St., Chicago, lllinois 60637.

You can still reach us at:
http://bmrc.uchicago.edu
bmrc@uchicago.edu

773-702-2388
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http://bmrc.uchicago.edu/
mailto:bmrc@uchicago.edu
https://www.amacad.org/content/members/newFellows.aspx?s=a
https://news.uchicago.edu/article/2018/04/18/fifteen-uchicago-faculty-elected-american-academy-arts-and-sciences
http://digitalcollection.chicagohistory.org/cdm/compoundobject/collection/p16029coll6/id/950/rec/1
http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/293.html
http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/293.html
http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/1438.html
http://digitalcollection.chicagohistory.org/cdm/compoundobject/collection/p16029coll6/id/746/rec/1
https://news.uchicago.edu/article/2018/03/09/students-scholars-explore-african-american-archives-chicago-libraries
https://www.msichicago.org/explore/whats-here/exhibits/black-creativity-juried-art-exhibition/
https://www.i-noma.org/blog-1/2017/12/17/design-build-grand-opening
https://t.e2ma.net/click/9nrmbe/lp4m9xb/llh613b
https://twitter.com/ChicagoBMRC
https://www.facebook.com/1BMRC/
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Special thanks to Kenya Senecharles, a 2018 graduate of the college at the
University of Chicago, for serving as a volunteer for BMRC.

Ms. Senecharles completed the indexing of 45 individual videos over the
course of approximately 16 hour s ; including previ
Presentations and the 10" Anniversary Party.

—
BLACK METROPOLIS
\g

RESEARCH CONSORTIUM

The Black Metropolis Research Consortium (BMRC) is an unincorporated Chicagoland association of libraries, universities, and other archival

institutions with major holdings of materials that document African American and African diasporic culture and history, with a specific focus on
materials relating to Chicagoland. BMRC seeks to aid in makin
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https://www.northwestern.edu/bursars-takeover/

BMRC Newsletter, Vol. 4 No. 2 Spring 2018

2017-2018 Board of Directors

Steven M. Adams, Chairperson
Life Sciences Librarian & Psychology Liaison, Northwestern University

Erik Gellman, Vice Chairperson
Associate Professor of History, Roosevelt University

Elisabeth Long, Treasurer
Associate Librarian for Information Technology & Digital Scholarship, University of Chicago

Julie Wroblewski, Secretary
Archivist, Archives & Manuscript, Chicago History Museum

Raquel Flores-Clemons, University Archivist, Archives, Records Management, & Special Collections, Chicago State University
Nancy Freeman, Director, Women & Leadership Archives, Loyola University Chicago
Janet Harper, Librarian, Center for Black Music Research, Columbia College Chicago
Valerie Ann Harris, Special Collections Librarian and Associate Professor, Richard J. Daley Library, University of lllinois at Chicago
Glenn Humphreys, Librarian, Special Collections, Harold Washington Library Center, Chicago Public Library
D. Bradford Hunt, Vice President for Research and Academic Programs, Newberry Library
Estevan Montafo, Director of Libraries, Roosevelt University
Morris (Dino) Robinson, Jr., Founder, Shorefront Legacy Center
Cecilia L. Salvatore, Associate Professor, Coordinator, Archives & Cultural Heritage, Dominican University
Adam Strohm, Director, University Archives & Special Collections, Paul V. Galvin Library, lllinois Institute of Technology
Leroy E. Kennedy, Trustee Emeritus

Kathleen E. Bethel, Trustee Emerita
Faculty Advisor
Jacqueline Stewart, Professor, Department of Cinema & Media Studies & the College, University of Chicago
BMRC Staff
Andrea Jackson, Executive Director

Anita Mechler, Project Manager / Archivist

BMRC Member Institutions

Bronzeville / Black Chicagoan Historical Society The Newberry Library

Chicago History Museum — Research Center Northwestern University — University Archives;
Charles Deering McCormick Library, Special Collections;
& Melville J. Herskovits Library of African Studies,
Africana Collection

Columbia College Chicago — Center for Black Music
Research & Archives and Special Collections
Chicago Public Library — Harold Washington Library Center Rebuild Foundation
& the Vivian G. Harsh Research Collection of

Afro-American History & Literature Roosevelt University — University Archives

Chicago State University — Archives & Special Collections Shorefront Legacy Center

Dominican University — Rebecca Crown Library,
Archives & Special Collections

University of Chicago —
Special Collections Research Center
lllinois Institute of Technology University of lllinois at Chicago — Library of Health
Sciences, Special Collections and University Archives &

Loyola University Chicago — University Archives and
Special Collections & Women and Leadership Archives
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Richard J. Daley Library,
Special Collections and University Archives
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